Third-world debt

Lesson plan

Lesson Length: 1 (50-60 minute) class period

THIS IS A QUICK AND EASY LESSON COMES WITH EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET STARTED.  You just need to make copies of the political cartoons and “Why Drop The Debt?” handouts, and play the Third-World Debt PowerPoint presentation found at www.studentactionnetwork.org.

Resources for lesson:

1. Copies of the three political cartoons shown on our website and included on this paper.

2. The PowerPoint presentation found on the Student Action Network Website.

3. Copies of the two “Why Drop The Debt?” handouts from www.jubileeusa.org that can be downloaded at our third-world debt page.

Assessment for lesson:

· The “Before, During, and After” sheet that accompanies this lesson plan.  This assessment includes multiple choice, short answer, and open response questions.  (DOK 1-3)

Lesson Procedures:

1. Have students complete the “Before” section of their handout.

a. After students complete their answers (you’ll probably get quite a few people who don’t know ANYTHING about this subject), discuss what they will be learning during this lesson.

b. Let them know that there are a lot of moral and ethical issues that they will have to think about.

2. Split students into small groups of 2-4 people and have them look at the political cartoons.

a. They should discuss what they believe to be the meaning and purpose of each cartoon.

b. After their discussion, they are to answer the cartoon questions on the “During” section of their handout.

3. Re-convene as a class.  Ask students if they are beginning to see what this is all about.  Have them save their opinions for later, when they are more knowledgeable about the subject.  Watch the third-world debt PowerPoint presentation.

4. Individually or as a group, have students read the “Why Drop The Debt?” handouts and complete the corresponding questions in the “During” section.

5. This part is completely up to you… The questions in the “After” section of the handout can be completed before or after you discuss this issue as a class.  I think this part will depend upon the skill level of your students.  Younger or more challenged students will probably need to discuss what they have learned before completing the handout.

Cartoons aren’t always funny!
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Before, During, and After…

Before: Answer these questions before beginning the lesson.

1. What does it mean to be a third-world country?

2. In your own words, define “debt”.

3. What have you heard about the current situation with debt of third-world countries?
During: Answer these questions during the lesson.

Cartoon 1

4. What statement do you think this cartoon is making about the size of third-world debt?

Cartoon 2

5. Describe each person in this cartoon and the size of the money bags they are carrying.

6. Where do you think they each got their bags from?

Cartoon 3

7. What do you think the size of the people and the food being fed to the person on the right symbolize?

8. What is the symbolism of the person on the left feeding the person on the right?

(Answer the following questions while you read the handout.)
9. How much money did African countries borrow between 1970 and 2002, and how much did they pay back?

10. Give one positive result of debt forgiveness.

11. What percentage of Ecuador’s revenue has gone toward servicing its debt (in recent years)?

12. What have different religious texts stated regarding debt?

After: Answer these questions after the lesson.

13. What is “odious debt”?

14. Do you think it is the right thing to do to let third-world countries pay first-world countries millions of dollars, while they don’t have enough money to pay for the most basic of needs?  Give at least one reason for your opinion.

15. What do you think third-world debt is more of: a moral, or a monetary issue… Why?
16. What do you think should be done regarding the third-world debt problem?

